
 



 This has been an eventful year from the side of  
facilities and operations as we strive to upkeep and better 
that which we have been given to steward. I think the 

highlight of the most recent changes was the installation of an in-house 
laundry (top right) at the center which has helped us tremendously in 
the months following its installation after 10 years of staff and volunteers 
lugging laundries home. A huge thanks to you, our benefactor, who 
helped make this possible through our fund-a-need at our last Auction.  
 Some other highlights included the addition of a lightweight but 
stunning Benediction Monstrance for our Chapel. FBYC’s main monstrance 
weighs over 20 lbs. Imagine poor Father hoisting it about for 1 or 2 hours! 
Because of you we have made some very happy Priests by this acquisition. I 
know their arms and backs thank you! We also hired the cleaning and  
polishing of our beautiful Terrazzo marble floors laid throughout the  
facility halls and chapel. (lower right) We renovated our Vocations Area 
(right) and organization of our sound room by repurposing cabinets from 
our retreat house remodel.  
 Most of these projects, although often in the background, serve the 
many groups that visit the center. These groups plan for months and 
each moment they have with the kids here is critical. The changes you 
helped us support over this past year have made us more organized,  
efficient and able to avoid being a stumbling block or a point of lost time 
for our guests and their retreat program schedules. We have received a 
lot of positive feedback from our regular visitors who notice these great 
changes, all made possible by YOU! So thank you again for giving so  
generously. You sharing your time, gifts and/or talents makes it possible 
for us to continue to serve the Church, in the Archdiocese of Portland, 
and beyond. May God bless you always! 

 

 On behalf of the volunteer Board of Directors I would like to wish everyone a very 
blessed Christmas season! 
  2016 was another very busy year with over 4500 youth and their mentors using this 

sacred place we call the Fr. Bernard Youth Center. We have groups from a variety of parishes that want to 
come back every year. The Fr. Bernard Youth Center has become so popular that a lot of these groups are 
finding it hard to reserve a weekend that is not already booked. It shows there is a huge need in this world 
for bringing young souls to Christ, using the wonderful vessel that is the Fr. Bernard Youth Center. 
 You make all of this possible through your generous donations to the FBYC. I sincerely thank you 
and may God bless you and your family for the upcoming New Year of 2017. 

 



-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

“Blessed is she who believed that was spoken to her by the Lord would be FULFILLED.” 
(Luke 1:45) 

God places his plans and works for us on our hearts and if we listen and pay attention we get 
to watch those plans and works, even when they seem impossible, take place.   
 For almost two years, the Lord has placed a Women’s Ministry need on my heart.  I wasn’t sure how I 
was supposed to make this happen.  When I first noticed the need placed on my heart, I was deep into an 
adoption process that would later bring Molly into our lives; after Molly arrived (just two short months) I 
was diagnosed with cancer. How was I supposed to make the works of the Lord possible in planning,  
starting, and managing a local Catholic Women’s Ministry group with all that I was personally trying to 
manage in my personal life? I surely wasn’t equipped to lead a group.  But, just as we have all often heard 
“God does not call the equipped – he equips the called!”  
 This weighed heavily on my heart for some time, then, when Emma Seiler joined our team here at 
FBYC, a path became more clearly revealed to me.  We spent a lot of time fulfilling our desire to follow 
God’s will and dreaming up a Women’s Ministry plan, sharing how we personally were using different  
Christian & Catholic programs to connect with Christ at a different level than we had been at before and  
before we knew it FULFILLED had been created.  We have initially 
asked 6 women to join Emma and I each month to share a meal 
together and focus on a scripture verse.  In this inaugural PILOT 
program we will pray together, encourage one another, and watch 
the good works the Lord has planned for us, our families, our 
Communities unfold over the next year.  We dream that each year 
the FULFIILED program will grow and sprout new groups of 
women meeting, learning, and growing together as Catholic 
Women, based in scripture, readying us to meet the challenges, 
opportunities and graces of each new day from a place from where 
God would have us begin, from our hearts. Scripture and  
collaborative Bible study is where we can learn the most about our 
Savior.  Let’s face it, if we are honest, it is our relationship with  
Jesus Christ, our Savior, that ultimately fulfills us. See next page… 
  

 

A welcoming setting for our very first  

FULFILED gathering in the Frassati House 



 Marriage Ministry at FBYC – a homecoming 
We are looking forward to one of our NEW programs taking place this spring…  
Marriage Ministry! In the early years of Fr. Bernard Youth Center, Marriage ministry was 

presented here at the center. A few years later, due to staffing issues caused by the economic downturn of 
2008, we were unable to keep marriage ministry in house. Within the past year we have elevated staff up to 
an operational level and are happy to announce that Marriage ministry is coming “home”. 
 In spring of 2017 we will present our first cycle of marriage ministry using a new program called 
“Witness to Love”. This program will focus of the major aspects of marriage: Communication, family of 
origin, finances, the theology of the sacrament, and much, much more! In this time when a renewal of 
marriage needs to take place, we are excited to become laborers in the vineyard- preparing couples for the 
road to marriage and for a sacramental and lasting life together. 

 
 

“[Speaking of marriage and family]  
In this entire world  

there is not a more perfect,  
more complete image of God,  

Unity and Community.  
There is no other human reality 

which corresponds more, humanly 
speaking, to that divine mystery.”  

 
–St. John Paul II 

 

 

Continued from previous page… 
 If you are interested in joining our Women’s Ministry group FULFILLED, please email Stephanie 
Stoneking at Stephanie@fbyc.info or call 503-845-4097 to add your name to our list for next year beginning 
September 2017.  

YES! I want to support the  

Fr. Bernard Youth Center: 

 

Please check all that apply: 

 
 My Year-End gift is enclosed 
 

 I’d like to pledge $__________ 

monthly for the next year.  Please send me 

payment stubs.  My first month is enclosed. 

 

 _______________________________  

 Signature  

 

 Please send me an invitation to the 

Auction Dinner on March 11, 2017. 

  Please contact me, I may have a great 

Auction Donation for you! 

 

 Use this section to change how we address you - If no changes are needed, please        
simply print your name and proceed to the box on the right.  Thank you! 

 
Name: ______________________________________ Phone:  _________________________________  
 
Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________  
 
City: _____________________  State: __________________  Zip: ______________________________  
 
Email:  ______________________________________________________________________________  

 I do not wish to support Fr. Bernard Youth Center - Please remove me from future mailings. 
 

Fr. Bernard Youth Center, Inc. is a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation; Federal Tax identification 
number 02-0658798. 

Fr. Bernard Youth Center 
PO Box 790 Mt. Angel, OR 97362 

 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

Meet Anthony, Allison, and their beautiful daughters, Grace and Anna Mayer, early 
attendees of FBYC Marriage Preparation and living their vocation still today! 

mailto:Stephanie@fbyc.info


 As we approach Christmas, I am so grateful to be working here at FBYC. I truly could 
not ask for a more joyful and exciting work environment!  
 In our ministry to young people, we want to be 

aware of the struggles and problems that our teenagers are experiencing. 
One of the areas of greatest confusion and hurt is the area of dating and 
purity. Teens live in a culture that aggressively promotes sexual activity. 
Yet it can also be difficult for teens to find honest answers and  
encouragement from a Catholic perspective. 
  Recently we have partnered with The Chastity Project in order to 
source and receive resources on these topics for the young people that 
come here. The Chastity Project is run by Jason Evert, whom you may  
know from his talks and media on the subject of chastity. We’ve launched 
a fundraising project on their website, and once we have reached our goal, 
FBYC will receive a variety of books, CDs, pamphlets, and talks. Our desire 
is to have these resources as soon as possible, and give them away at no 
cost to the youth on retreat here. You can help teens obtain these  
resources by assisting with this project! You can send us a donation and 
mark “Chastity Project” on the memo line, or donate online at fbyc.info. 
 Another exciting ministry are our FBYC Hosted Confirmation retreats held this winter. We are in our 
second year of offering these retreats, and have added a second retreat based on the response and need for 
them. FBYC Confirmation Retreats benefit small parishes with only a few Confirmation Candidates, youth 
who were unable to attend their own parish retreat, and underfunded parishes who rely on volunteers or 
even clergy to run their youth program.  
 Weekend retreats can be an amazing placed of encounter with God. Disconnecting for a few days 
from busy routines and distractions, young people are given the space to learn of God’s love for them and to 
examine their own relationship with Him. Confirmation retreats can be a life changing event for our young 
people, and you have made this possible through your support! Please keep all of the teens and their  
mentors in your prayers - the Lord is going to do great things at these retreats and in the coming year!  

 Thanks to each of you, by your prayers, financial support, advice, and In Kind donations, a lot of 
amazing changes are happening around here at Fr. Bernard Youth Center! We are making changes to the 
center itself and also adding new and additional programs to our calendar.  Finally staffed back up to near 
pre-2008 staffing levels, Don Robison (Executive Director) is busy preparing himself to be out of the office 
working regularly in the field meeting with  Priests, speaking at civic and religious groups, such as Knights 
of Columbus, Catholic Daughters, Serra, Lyons, Parishes and especially making time for meeting with you, 
and as many of our benefactors possible to personally share what your great works and generous donations 
have helped us accomplish here at Fr. Bernard Youth Center and to leave you to consider ways you might 
like to engage with us in the future   
 To schedule a personal meeting with Don Robison, please contact Stephanie Stoneking,  
Development Assistant, at 503-845-4097 or by email at Stephanie@fbyc.info.  Together we are making a 
HUGE difference in the lives of thousands of youth, young adults, and their mentors, bringing them closer 
to Christ and providing for them to deepen their personal relationship with Him!    
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Fr. Bernard Youth Center, Mailing Address: P.O. Box 790, Mt. Angel, Oregon 97362  

 
Site Location: 980 S. Main St. Mt. Angel, Oregon 97362  


